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Abstract

@) ©

The search for new hypoglycemic agents for the prevention and treatment of type 2
diabetes is driven by the severe burden of this disease on the global population. Type
2 diabetes affects over 500 million adults worldwide and is characterized by a steady
increase, despite the impressive arsenal of synthetic hypoglycemic drugs that target
various stages of diabetes pathogenesis. Interest in natural complex compounds
found in medicinal plants is currently growing. This bibliometric analysis aims to
examine the results of studies on the hypoglycemic potential of herbal medicines in
the treatment of patients with type 2 diabetes. Data were extracted from the open-
access PabMed database using an inclusive search strategy. The analysis included
379 relevant studies published in 180 different sources, involving 1,804 authors. The
results show a marked increase in research on the efficacy of herbal remedies,
indicating a growing interest in new sources of non-drug approaches to diabetes.
Bradford's Law identified 13 key journals that played a significant role in
disseminating research in this area, with Medicine emerging as the most prolific. The
United States and China were particularly strong in collaborative research. The
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing University of Chinese
Medicine, and the Hospital of Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine
were the most productive institutions, and Tong X. and Zhang Y. were the lead

authors. A chronological keyword analysis highlighted the significance of terms such
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as "Humans, female, middle-aged, male, diabetes mellitus type 2, drug therapy."

Overall, this study sheds light on the global landscape of research on the use of

herbal remedies in patients with type 2 diabetes. The information obtained from this

analysis is important for determining future research priorities and collaborative

efforts in finding effective drugs or improving treatment outcomes for type 2

diabetes and its complications. However, the study acknowledges the limitations of

using a single publication database and recommends that future studies include data

from other sources.

Keywords: type 2 diabetes, herbal remedies, herbs, bibliometrics, co-occurrence,

herbal.

1. Introduction

Diabetes mellitus (DM) is currently recognized as
one of the most significant noncommunicable epidemics
globally, attracting the attention of the United Nations
(UN) and the healthcare systems of various countries.
The disease is characterized by a steadily increasing
prevalence and poses a serious threat to public health due
to the high incidence of early disability and mortality
associated with vascular complications [1].

According to the International Diabetes
Federation (IDF), the number of people aged 20-79 years
with DM has reached 537 million. By 2045, this number is
projected to almost double, reaching 783 million people,
representing a 46% increase [2—4].

The search for herbal remedies for the treatment
of diabetes is of great scientific and practical importance.
Despite advances in modern pharmacotherapy, a
complete cure for diabetes remains elusive, and existing
medications are often associated with side effects and
high costs. This makes the search for natural alternatives
with effective and safe hypoglycemic effects relevant [5-
7].

Plant sources are a rich reservoir of biologically
active compounds—flavonoids, alkaloids, terpenoids,
saponins, and polyphenols—that can regulate blood
glucose levels, increase tissue sensitivity to insulin,
protect pancreatic (3-cells, and reduce oxidative stress.
They can exert a multicomponent effect, combining
antioxidant,

anti-inflammatory, lipid-lowering, and

nephroprotective effects, which is particularly important

in the complex treatment of diabetes and its
complications [8-11].

Thus, the study and implementation of herbal
remedies in the treatment of diabetes mellitus represents
a promising direction that can expand therapeutic
options, improve its safety and accessibility, and facilitate
the development of a personalized approach to the
treatment of this disease.

Bibliometric analysis is an effective method for
the quantitative evaluation of scientific publications,
allowing researchers to track the development of specific
scientific areas. This approach is based on the application
of mathematical and statistical tools to analyze the
growth dynamics, productivity, and overall trends of
publication activity on a specific topic [12,13].

In medical science, bibliometric analysis is
particularly important, as it helps identify key research
trends, leading countries and institutions, and points to
areas requiring further development. This study can
serve as an important basis for future comparative
studies and analytical reviews. Its primary goal is to
identify key trends and achievements in this field, as well
as to identify promising areas for further research and

improvement.
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2. Materials and Methods

To ensure high-quality research data, journals
were searched in the internationally recognized PabMed
database (pubmed.ncbinlm.nih.gov) in September 2025
using the keywords: (Herbal AND type 2 diabetes

mellitus). Bibliometric analysis was conducted using the

3. Results

3.1 General Description of Included Studies

Figure 1 shows the flowchart of the literature
search and study selection. A total of 433 articles were
identified and screened by title and abstract in

accordance with the inclusion criteria for review and

R[14]. The number of

publications was taken into account to identify the most

Bibliometrix package for

productive journals, and Bradford's law was applied to
identify key journals that significantly contribute to

citations in the field.

research articles in English published over the past 20
years (2004-2024). A total of 379 articles were selected. To
visualize the data extraction process, Figure 1 shows a

PRISMA flow chart[15] describing the selection process.

[ Identification of studies via databases and registers ]

)

Records identified from:
Databases PabMED
(n =443)

Identification

Records removed before
screening:

Records removed for
other languages

(n =64)

[

)

Screening

v

| Reports assessed for
eligibility
(n = 379)

|

Studies included in
bibliometric analysis
(n =379)

[ Included ] [

Figure 1 - Flowchart of the publication screening process using PRISMA

3.2 Publication trends by year

Figure 2 shows the publication trends by year.
Before 2010, very few publications were found on the use
of plants for type 2 diabetes. From 2004 to 2010, the
number of publications did not exceed 10. Between 2017
and 2024, the number of published articles on the effects

of herbal remedies on diabetes increased significantly.
During this period, the number of publications varied,
but the overall trend was relatively stable: the number of
publications increased year after year, reaching a peak of
38 publications in 2022.
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Figure 2 - Publication year trends for herbal medicine research in type 2 diabetes

3.3 Key Authors and Author Group

In this bibliometric analysis, we counted the first
authors of all included articles and their corresponding
number of publications on herbal medicines for type 2
diabetes (Figure 3). After counting, authors who
published eight or more articles were defined as key

authors in this topic area. The results of this study

showed that 10 key authors published a total of 109
articles, representing 6% (109/1800) of all included
articles. This percentage falls far short of Price's
requirement for a key author group. Thus, a key author
group in the field of herbal medicine research in type 2

diabetes was not identified.

Most Relevant Authors

o

(-]

o
)

o

N. of Documents

Figure 3(a) - Most productive authors: ten most significant authors and their contribution to the study of herbal remedies for

the treatment of type 2 diabetes (2004-2024)
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3.4 Major journals

Using Bradford's law, which describes the
distribution of scientific articles among journals, we
identified ten key journals of greatest interest to
researchers in this field (Figure 4). According to this law,
these journals form the core of publications on the
effectiveness of herbal remedies for type 2 diabetes. The

analysis showed (Figure 5) that the journal “Medicine” is

the most productive, with 14 articles published. Among
the key publications on this topic, the journals
“Molecules” stand out - 13 articles, “Frontiers in
Pharmacology” - and “Journal of Ethnopharmacology” -
12 articles each, which publish a significant number of
studies devoted to natural compounds and their

pharmacological effects.
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Figure 4 - Bradford's Law Graph - Main Journals
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Figure 5 - Top 10 most cited journals
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Their

the most productive organizations by number

3.5 Key Organizations and Countries,
Collaborations
of publications in the field under study.

The diagram shows the distribution of the
number of articles by the authors' primary affiliations.
The leading institutions are the China Academy of
Chinese Medical (105

University of Chinese Medicine (65), and the Hospital of

Sciences articles), Beijing

Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine (57).

Organizations in China make the largest contribution to

Figure 7 shows the geographic distribution and
areas of collaboration between countries involved in
publications on the topic under study. The most intensive
collaboration is observed in China, which is highlighted
in the darkest shade of blue, indicating its leading
position in the number of publications and international
collaborations. China actively collaborates with the
United States, Canada, Iran, Australia, and European
countries. The light blue areas represent countries with

less publication activity but engaged in international

publication activity, indicating their leading role in collaborations.
scientific research in this area (Figure 6).
Most Relevant Affiliations
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Figure 6 - The most productive organizations in the study area
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Figure 7 - Country Collaboration Map
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In summary, this study analyzed the results of global
research on the efficacy and use of herbal remedies in patients
with type 2 diabetes over the past 20 years. Leading journals,
articles,

influential and collaborative projects between

4. Discussion

In recent years, bibliometric analysis and scientific
mapping have rapidly developed, driven by growing interest
among researchers in systematizing and evaluating scientific
advances in herbal medicine and diabetology [16]. Using a
bibliometric approach allows us to identify key trends in the
study of herbal remedies for diabetes, identify the most
productive authors, countries, and scientific organizations, and
assess the impact of the most cited publications. This analysis
contributes to a deeper understanding of the intellectual
landscape of this field and helps identify promising areas for
further research [17, 18]. Recent studies have shown that high
consumption of "healthy" plant-based foods is associated with
a lower risk of hyperglycemia, while "unhealthy" plant-based
diets (high in processed plant foods) may actually increase the
risk of diabetes [19].

A bibliometric analysis revealed that scientific interest
in studying herbal remedies for type 2 diabetes has increased
significantly over the past two decades. Until 2010, publication
activity in this area remained extremely low, likely due to the
limited clinical and experimental data on the mechanisms of
action of herbal remedies. Since 2017, there has been a
significant increase in the number of publications, peaking in
2022. This trend reflects a global trend toward searching for
alternative and adjuvant approaches to diabetes treatment based
on the principles of evidence-based herbal medicine and
integrative medicine. The absence of a distinct "core group of
authors" according to the Price criterion indicates the
fragmentation of the research field and the absence of stable
scientific schools specializing exclusively in herbal remedies
for T2DM. This may be a consequence of the multidisciplinary
nature of the topic, combining pharmacology, endocrinology,
botany, and biochemistry. At the same time, the presence of ten
of the most productive authors indicates the formation of an
scientific around  which  closer

active community,

institutions, authors, and countries were identified. The results
provide valuable insights into the research landscape and point
to potential directions for future research.

collaborations may develop in the future. An analysis of leading
journals showed that the main core of publications is
concentrated in publications focused on the pharmacology of
natural compounds and traditional medicine: Medicine,
Molecules, Frontiers in Pharmacology, and the Journal of
Ethnopharmacology. This confirms that research in this area is
predominantly conducted in the context of assessing the
biological activity and mechanism of action of natural
compounds. A recent review conducted in 2023 shows that
dietary therapy research encompasses a wide range of
interventions, and not just individual herbal remedies" [20, 21].
In terms of research geography, China's dominance is clear,
consistent with the high degree of institutional support and
traditionally strong scientific schools in the field of Chinese
medicine. Leading universities and academies in China (China
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing University of
Chinese Medicine, Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine) form the core of publication activity. China's
expanding international collaboration with the United States,
Iran, Canada, and European countries indicates the
globalization of herbal medicine research and a growing
interest in interdisciplinary approaches. Overall, the obtained
results demonstrate the rapid development of research aimed at
identifying new plant compounds with hypoglycemic activity
and studying their pharmacological properties. However, the
fragmented nature of research relationships, the limited number
of clinical trials, and the heterogeneity of methodological
approaches indicate the need for standardization of research,
increased international collaboration, and the integration of
experimental and clinical data. This bibliometric study has
several limitations that should be considered when interpreting
the results. First, the search and selection of publications was
conducted exclusively in the PubMed database, which may

have resulted in incomplete coverage of the literature on the
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topic. Asaresult, some relevant publications presented in other
sources (e.g., Scopus, Web of Science, Embase, Dimensions)
may have been missed. This limits the comprehensiveness of
the analysis and may, to a certain extent, bias the results toward
journals indexed primarily in PubMed. Second, due to
differences in journal indexing and metadata structuring, some
publications may have been duplicated or incompletely

5. Conclusions

Thus, the bibliometric analysis allowed us to
identify key trends, leading research centers, and key
development areas in the field. In the future, it is
advisable to increase attention to the clinical aspects of
the use of herbal remedies, as well as to assessing their
safety, interactions with drugs and cost-effectiveness in

the treatment of type 2 diabetes mellitus.
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Tyningeme

2 TUITi KaHT AMa0eTiHiH aAABIH a1y JKoHe eMAey YIIIiH JKaHa IMIIOTANKEMUAABIK areHTTep Al i3aey Oya aypyAbIH
9/eMAiK XaABIKKa TYCeTiH aybIp >KYKTeMeciMeH OallaaHBICTHL 2 TUITI KaHT Anabeti Oykia aaemae 500 MmaanoHHaH
acTaM epeceK aJaMra dcep eTeai >KeHe KaHT JuaOeTi IaTOTeHe3iHIH opTypai Ke3eHJepiH HBICaHaFa aAaTbIH
CUHTETUKAaABbIK TUIIOTAMKeMMABIK IIperapaTTapAblH acepAi apceHablHa KapaMacTaH, TYPaKThl ©CyMeH CUIaTTalaAbl.
Aopiaik ecimaikrepae ke3AeceTiH TabuFN KellleHAI KOCBLABICTapFa KBI3BIFYIIBLABIK Ka3ipri yakbITTa apThIII Keledi. bya
OMOAMOMETPUSIABIK Taljay 2 TUITI KaHT AmaOeTiMeH ayblpaThlH HayKacTapabl eMmaeyde IIeNTiK JdpisepaiH
TUTIOTAMKEMIAABIK, 9A€YETIH 3epTTey HITVDKeAepiH 3epTreyre OarbiTTadraH. /Jepekrep amiblk KoaxerimMai PabMed
AepeKKOpbIHaH MHKAIO3UBTI i34ey cTpaTermsIChlH KOAAaHa OTHIPHINT aAbHABL Taasayra 180 Typai aepexkesse
>KapusidanraH 379 TuicTi seprrey Kipai, oran 1804 aBTop KarteicTsl. HoTikesep menTik AopiaepaiH TuiMaiairi GoitbIHIIa
3epTTeylepain ailTapAbIKTail ©CKeHIH KepceTesi, Oya KaHT AmaleTiH eMAeyaiH A9pidik eMec TaciaAepiHiH >KaHa
Ke3JepiHe KBI3BIFYIIIBIABIKTHIH apTYbIH KepceTei. bpsadopa 3aHbI Ochl caaaAarsl 3epTTeyaepAi TapaTyAa MaHbI3ABI poa
aTKapraH 13 Herisri >XypHaA4bl aHBIKTaAbl, OHBIY iIiHAe «MegunyHa» eH KeIl TapaAfaH OOABII IIBIKTHL. AMepluKa
Kypama Irtarrapsr men Kpitait 6ipaeckeH 3epTreyaepae epekiie KymTi 601461 Kpitait MeAUITMHAABIK FRLABIMAAPHI
akageMuscel, IleknH MeanIHa YHUBepCUTeTI koHe UBHAY A9CTypAi KbITall MeAMUITHA YHUBEPCUTETIHIH aypyXaHachl
eH eHiMai MekeMeep 00aabl, aa Tonr X. men Wxkan Y. >kerekini aBropaap 6044bl. XpOHOAOTUAABIK, KiAT co3Aepai
TaajayAa «Agamaap, alieasep, opTa >KacTarbl, ep ajamAap, 2 TUITI KaHT AmaOeTi, A9pidik Tepamms» CUSIKTBI
TEPMUHAEPAIH MaHBI3ABIABIFBIH aTall orTi. JKaamsl aaraHga, 6ya 3eprrey 2 TunTi KaHT AuabeTiMeH aybIpaThIH
HayKacTapJa IIeITiK 49pidepai KoadaHy OONBIHIIA 3epTTeyaepais kahaHABIK AaHAmIadTHHA >XXaphIK Tycipedi. bya
TaaAayJaH aAblHFaH akIapaTr OoJallak, 3epTrey OachIMABIKTapBIH >KoHe TUiMAl Aspidepai Taby HeMece 2 TUIITI KaHT
AuabeTi MeH OHBIH acKbIHyAapblH eMAey HoTV KeAepiH >KakcapTy OolibiHIIa OipaeckeH KyHI-KirepAi aHBIKTay YIIiH
MaHBI3AbL. JereHMeH, 3epTrey OipbIHFail DachlLAbIM AepeKKOPBIH IlalijalaHyAblH IIeKTeyAepiH MOMBIHAAABI KoHe
Ooaamak sepTreyaepre 0acka ke3gepAeH aablHFaH gepeKTepai KOCyAbl YChIHAADL

Ty’iiH cesaep: 2 TMIITI KaHT AnabeTi, IONTIK Aopiaep, menTep, 6ubanoMeTpus, Oipre Ke3 eceTiH, IITONTIK.

bubdanomeTpudecknii aHaau3 yO0AMKALIVI 110 MICIIOAb30BaHIIO PaCTUTEAbHBIX
IpernapaToB AAs A€4eHMsI caxapHOTro AnaOeTa 2 Tvia (2004-20245 rr.)

Capraena A. !, Too>xkanosa A. 2, JKymarmosa A. 3

1 3aBeayrommii kadpepoit oO1elt BpauebHot npakTiky No2, 3anaano-KasaxcraHCKU MeAMIIMHCKII YHUBE PCUTET
nmenn Mapara Ocnanosa, Aktooe, Kasaxcran

2 [IpertogaBatean Kadepsl 0Omiert BpadeOHOI npakTuky No2, 3anaano-KasaxcraHckmil Me AMIIMHCKII YHUBE PCUTET
nmenn Mapara Ocnanosa, Aktobe, Kasaxcran

3 [IpertoaaBatean kadepsl 0Omiert BpadeOHOI mpakTuky No2, 3armagno-Kasaxcranckmii Me AMIIMHCKII YHIBE PCUTET

nmenn Mapara Ocnianosa, Akrode Kazaxcran
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Pe3iome

ITonck HOBBIX caXxapOCHMKAIOMINX IIperapaToB AAs MPOPUAAKTUKY U AeJeHNs CaXapHOro AmadeTa 2 TuIia
00yCA0BA€H TsAKeABIM OpeMeHeM AaHHOTO 3a004eBaHNs Ha HaceAeHne 111aHeTsl. CaxapHBbIil Arader 2 TuIia opasna
0ozee 500 MMAAMOHOB B3POCABIX AIOA€Nl B MUpe U XapaKTepU3yercsl HEYKJAOHHBIM pPOCTOM,HECMOTpPsI Ha
BHYIIIMTEABHBII apCeHal CUHTETUYECKNX IMIIOIAMKeMIYECKUX AeKapCTB, BO3JEVICTBYIOIIMX Ha pa3AUYHbe 3BEHBS
raroreHesa guabera. B HacrosIee Bpems pacTeT MHTepec K IPUPOAHBIM KOMILIEKCHBIM COeAMHEHUAM B COCTaBe
/e€KapCTBEHHBIX pacTeHMII. DTOT OMOAMOMEeTPUYECKIII aHaAM3 HalpaBAeH Ha M3yJeHle pe3yAbTaToB MCCAeAO0BaHNIT
CaXxapOHIKAIOIIETro IIOTeHIala pacTUTEeABHBIX IIpelaparoB B Ae4eH!M IallVIeHTOB C CaXapHBIM AMabTOM 2 TuIa.
JanHble ObLAM M3BA€UeHbI 13 Oasbl JaHHBIX OTKPBITOTO AocTyiia PabMed c mcrioap3oBaHmeM MHKAIO3MBHOM CTpaTernm
roucka. AHaan3 BKAIO9aA 379 COOTBETCTBYIOLINX MCCA€A0BAHIL, OIyOAMKOBAaHHEIX B 180 pa3AMYHBIX MCTOYHMKAX, C
yuactuem 1804 aBTOpOB. PesyabTaThl IOKaspIBalOT 3aMETHBIN POCT MccAejoBaHUi SPQPeKTUBHOCTY pacTUTEABHBIX
IIperaparoB, YTO yKa3blBaeT Ha BO3PACTAIOIINII MHTEpeC K HOBBIM MCTOYHMKAM HeMeAMKaMEHTO3HOIO II04XOJa B
anabere. 3axkoH bpsadopaa ompeseama 13 OCHOBHBIX >KypHaa0B, KOTOpbIe CBHIIpaAy BaKHYIO pOAb B
pacpocTpaHeHnH UCCAeAOBaHMIT B DTOM 0DAacTy, IIpudeM «MeAnIHa» 0KadaAach CaMbIM I1A0A0BUTHIM SKypHAA0M.
CaMbIMI CHABHBIMM B COBMECTHBIX mccaeioBanyisix okazaanch CIITA u Kurait. China Academy Of Chinese Medical
Sciences, Beijing University Of Chinese Medicine, Hospital Of Chengdu University Of Traditional Chinese Medicine
OblAM HambOoaAee TIPOAYKTUBHBIMM yupexJeHmsmy, a Tong X. I Zhang Y. Obiam BeadymmMmu aBTOpaMI.
XpOoHOAOTIUEeCKIIT aHaAN3 KAIOUEBBIX CAOB IIOAUePKHYA 3HAaUMMOCTb TaKMX TepMUHOB, Kak « Humans, female, middle
aged, male, diabetes mellitus type 2, drug therapy». B neaom, 10 1ccaesoBanue mpoanBaer CBET Ha I100aAbHBIN
AaHAmMaPT ¥CCAeA0BaHMIT MCIIOAB30BaHNs PACTUTEABHBIX IIpellapaToB y MalMeHTOB C CaXapHBIM Ara0eToM 2 THIla.
VMudopmanms, noaydeHHas B pe3yAbTaTe STOIO aHaAM3a, MMeeT BaKHOe 3HaueHMe A4s ompejeleHMs OyAyIimx
IIPMOPUTETOB MCCAeAOBAHMIT I COBMECTHBIX YCUANIA B TIOVICKe B¢ (PEKTUBHBIX AeKapCTB MAN YAyUIIeHUIO pe3yAbTaTOB
AedeHNsI caXxapHOTo Amabera 2 Tmma u ero ocaoxkHeHui. OgHako B MCCAeAOBaHMU ITPM3HAIOTCS OTpaHUYEeHILs,
CBA3aHHBIE C UCIIOAB30BaHNeM OAHOV TOABKO Oa3bl JaHHBIX IIyOAMKALINIL, Y peKOMeHAyeTcs B OyAyIiue 1ccAe 0BaHILs]
BKAIOYATb JaHHBIE U3 APYTUX MICTOUYHIKOB.

KaroueBble caoBa: caxapHbIil AabeT 2 THIIa, pacTUTeAbHbIE IIpertaparsl, Tpassl, Bibliometric, Co-Occurrence,
Herbal.
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